Campus Fire Safety Annual Compliance Report

The Higher Education Opportunity Act (Public Law 110-315) became law in August
2008. This act requires the University to produce an annual fire safety report outlining
fire safety practices, standards, and all fire-related on campus statistics. The University
of Mississippi produces an annual report (The Michael Minger Act) that addresses these
issues and statistics.

Fire Services

Summary/Purpose: To provide guidance to the University Community on
Fire Services and information on building inspections, fire drills, Greek House
closures for violations, and general fire safety issues.

GENERAL

The Physical Plant Department manages the University of Mississippi Fire
Services with three part- time Fire Inspectors. University Fire Inspectors work
under the authority of the State Fire Marshal’s Office. The fire inspectors
manage fire, life safety issues, and alarms for University Academic Buildings.
Auxiliary Services (Student Housing, Athletics) and Greek Organizations are
responsible for maintenance and repair costs of their facilities’ fire and alarm
systems.

As a service however, Physical Plant Fire Services conduct periodic
scheduled inspections and training with Auxiliary and Greek organizations.

RESPONSIBILITY OF BUILDING OCCUPANTS IN THE EVENT OF A FIRE

All occupants are required to leave the building when a fire alarm sounds or
during a fire drill. Sound the alarm as the building is vacated. Occupants
evacuating a building should not use elevators. Use the stairwell exits only.
No one should re-enter the building until authorized to do so by fire officials.
Once out of the building, report the fire location by dialing 911 on a cell phone
or notifying University Police by dialing 662-915-7234.

FIRE FIGHTING SERVICES

On the University of Mississippi campus, firefighting services are contracted with the
City of Oxford.

FIRE SAFETY INSPECTIONS
University Fire Inspectors conduct fire safety inspections on University and

Auxiliary buildings once each year. Emphasis is placed on building evacuation
plans, emergency/exit lighting, and maintaining clear exit passageways. Other



fire code and safety violations are noted and reported for correction as
appropriate.

STATE FIRE MARSHAL
The State of Mississippi Fire Marshal is invited annually to inspect University buildings.
GREEK HOUSES

Courtesy fire safety inspections on Greek Houses located on campus are
conducted once each semester. State law requires each Greek House on
University property to have an NFPA 72 (operational and monitored smoke
and) fire alarm system. It is the Greek organizations responsibility to be in
compliance with the National Fire Code (NFPA) Standard 72 as published
by the National Fire Protection Association. Greek organizations are
required to have their smoke and fire alarm systems inspected and tested
prior to each fall and spring semester to ensure the systems are operating

properly.
CLOSING GREEK HOUSES FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE FIRE CODE

Under state law, the Mississippi State Fire Marshal and his authorized
deputies, including those deputized fire inspectors (“Fire Inspectors”) in the
Physical Plant Department, are authorized to enforce the fire code in fraternity
and sorority houses (“Houses”) located on state property. In an emergency
situation, the Fire Inspectors may order the vacating and closing of Houses in
order to protect the lives of students living in the House. The following
procedures will be followed when closing Houses.

At the beginning of August every year, or as soon as possible thereafter, the
Office of the Dean of Students shall provide the Physical Plant with the
following information for each fraternity and sorority on campus:

Name of Fraternity

Name and contact information for the president of the fraternity

(including phone number, fax number, e-mail and address, if

applicable)

Name and contact information for the president of the house corporation of the
fraternity (including phone number, fax number, e-mail and address)

Name and contact information for the alumnus/faculty advisor for the fraternity

The Office of the Dean of Students will update this information with the
Physical Plant any time this information changes.

Physical Plant Fire Inspectors may inspect the Houses at any time. These
visits shall include both scheduled and unscheduled visits.



Recurring violations detected during subsequent inspections may be
reported to the Dean of Students Office for further action. These violations
will be dealt with pursuant to the policies and procedures of the Office of
Conflict Resolution and Student Conduct, including, but not limited to,
bringing charges against an organization or individual for disregard of
University authority.

If the Fire Inspectors find any violation that they believe represents a
danger to life and limb, they may order that the House be vacated and
closed until the violation is corrected. If the House is to be closed, the
following steps will be followed:

The Fire Inspectors shall inform the house director and any individuals
present in the common living areas of the House that it is to be vacated by
6:00 p.m. the same day (or another reasonable time in accordance with the
danger present). The Fire Inspectors shall post a sign on the door of the
House stating:

The Fire Inspectors shall immediately inform the following individuals or entities
that (i) the House is closed, (ii) the reason the House is closed and what
corrections must be made before the house is reoccupied, and (iii) that anyone
found inside the House after the stated time will be subject to arrest for
trespassing.

0] The Office of the Dean of Students (who will inform the
national office for the fraternity or sorority)

(i) The president of the fraternity

(iii) The president of the house corporation

(iv) The alumnus/faculty advisor of the fraternity

(v) The University Police Department

(vi) The Office of the University Attorney

(vii) The Office of the State Fire Marshal (by phone or fax)

A copy of the written notice/administrative order provided to the fraternity and
the house corporation (stating why the House is closed and that anyone
inside the House may be arrested for trespassing) shall be forwarded to the
University Police Department (UPD).

If the Fire Inspectors have reason to believe that the House is not being
vacated according to their orders, then they may enter the House to determine
if anyone is present on the property. Officers of the University Police
Department may accompany the Fire Inspectors at their request. Should the
Fire Inspectors find individuals on the property after the no trespassing order is
in effect, they may request that officers of UPD arrest these individuals for
trespassing.



During the time the House is closed, the Fire Inspectors have the authority to
allow individuals to enter the house for the purposes of securing the House or
remedying the fire code violation (such as security guards, contractors or
alarm maintenance personnel). Once the violation has been corrected, the
Fire Inspectors will remove the warning signs from the exits and will inform
fraternity members that they may reenter the premises. The Fire Inspectors
shall also notify the Office of the Dean of Students, the University Police
Department, the Office of the University Attorney and the Office of the State
Fire Marshal that the violation has been corrected and that the House is no
longer closed.

A student who needs to enter the House while the House is closed should
contact the alumnus/faculty advisor for the fraternity or the president of the
house corporation. Should either of these individuals not be available,
then the president of the fraternity should be contacted.

In some cases, the Fire Inspectors may determine that posting a “Fire Watch”
may be an acceptable alternative to closing a House. This determination, and
the provisions of any Fire Watch, shall be within the discretion of the Fire
Inspectors. In deciding whether a Fire Watch is an acceptable alternative, the
Fire Inspectors may consider all factors they believe to be relevant.

REPORTS

Inspection reports are forwarded to the Vice Chancellor(s) associated with
buildings housing their respective academic deans/chairs/directors/building
mayors. The discrepancies will be re- inspected during the next annual
inspection.

Academic Deans and Department Chairs are responsible for correcting Fire
Code Deficiencies pointed out during the annual fire inspections, especially
issues concerning blocked/restricted passageways and student occupancy
levels in classrooms.

Greek House Corporations are responsible for correcting deficiencies within
their respective houses and maintaining current certification of smoke and
fire alarm systems to meet existing state laws and fire codes.

FIRE DRILLS
Residence Hall Drills: Fire drills are conducted once per semester for each

residence hall in coordination with the Director of Student Housing or his
representative.

Greek Houses: Each Greek House on campus also will have fire drills once
per fall and spring semester. Greek Houses by nature are sensitive and extra




inspections of Greek Houses and alarm systems will be conducted as time
permits or as deemed appropriate.

ALARMS

When a fire alarm sounds, follow the procedures outlined under the “Responsibility of
Building Occupants” in the above paragraph.

Tampering with building fire alarms, fire systems, or fire extinguishers is
prohibited. Violators are subject to disciplinary action, monetary fine, or both.
Only authorized personnel are allowed to work on these life safety systems.

FIRE ALARM MONITORING SERVICE

The Physical Plant Department has a 24 hour 7 day per week Dispatch Office
that monitors automated fire alarms in academic buildings. Not all campus
buildings have automated fire alarm systems. The monitoring system is
computer based.

The Physical Plant Department does not monitor Greek fire alarm systems.
Greek Houses are responsible for any maintenance, repairs, phone line
expenses, and testing that is related to their systems.

Greek Houses assume full responsibility for any circumstances
resulting from fire alarm systems’ failure to meet State Laws or fire
codes as established.

University Fire Services and Physical Plant are unable to provide
maintenance on Greek fire alarm systems. During semiannual fire drills,
the Greek fire alarm systems will be tested for functionality. Discrepancies
will be reported as indicated above.

Greeks are required to contact their alarm monitoring companies for periodic

testing of systems. Greeks are encouraged to purchase maintenance
contracts on fire alarm systems from certified service providers.

Inoperable fire and smoke alarm systems are reason for closure of Greek Houses.
Requests for assistance from Physical Plant should be directed to the Physical Plant

Production
Control Desk, 662-915-7003.

Electrical Appliances



Residence Halls: The electrical systems in the residence halls are not designed to carry
heavy loads of electrical equipment. Appliances that are permitted include: microwaves
(less than 1000 watts), refrigerators (no more than 4 cubic feet), coffee makers, air
popcorn poppers, hair dryers, electric shavers, radios, TVs and stereos. Microwaves are
the only cooking appliance permitted for use in student rooms. No homemade electrical
appliance will be permitted. Additionally, residents must be present when using any
cooking appliance in student rooms or in hall kitchens.

Items that are NOT allowed include but are not limited to: electric heaters, oil popcorn
poppers, toaster ovens, George Foreman, or similar type grills, open coiled or open
flame appliances, halogen lamps, crock pots, and convection ovens.

Apartments: Appliances with open coils, flames, or those that pose an electrical
overload are prohibited for safety reasons. Dishwashers, washers, and dryers are not
allowed. If one of these appliances is found, the resident has 72 hours to permanently
remove it from the complex. If not properly taken care of within 72 hours, judicial action
will be pursued. It is possible that the resident may be charged an additional electrical
service usage fee. In addition, the resident’s lease may be terminated due to
noncompliance.

Smoke-Free Campus Environment

Summary/Purpose: To provide notice of and guidelines about the smoke-free
environment at The University of Mississippi.*

Smoking is prohibited at all times, and at all locations of the University of
Mississippi Oxford campus, including University-owned facilities, properties, and
grounds. This includes but is not limited to the following:

e The interior of all University-owned buildings;
« All outside property or grounds of the Oxford campus, including sidewalks,
parking lots, recreational areas and partially enclosed areas such as walkways,
breezeways, patios, porches, gazebos, tents and bus shelters;
« Within any University of Mississippi-owned vehicles, including buses, vans,
shuttles, golf carts and all other University vehicles;
» Allindoor and outdoor athletics venues and facilities.

This policy applies to all faculty, staff, students, visitors, and contractors.

For purposes of this policy, “smoking” means inhaling, exhaling, burning, carrying
or possessing any lighted tobacco product, including cigarettes, cigars, pipe
tobacco, and any other lit tobacco products, including electronic cigarettes that
emit smoke.

The University also prohibits littering the campus with remains of any tobacco
products. Additionally, the University-controlled advertising, sale, or free sampling
of tobacco products is prohibited on campus, regardless of the vendor.



Organizers and attendees at public events, such as conferences, meetings,
public lectures, social events, cultural events, and athletic events using
University-owned facilities, grounds, and properties are required to abide by
University of Mississippi policy. Therefore, organizers of such events are
responsible for communicating to attendees the policies of the University and for
enforcing this policy.

Communication: Persons will be informed of this policy through:
= Signs posted in appropriate areas throughout the University
= Various University web sites including Human Resources, Alumni
Affairs, Athletics, Health Center, Counseling Center, and others
* UM Smoke-Free Campus web-site (www.olemiss.edu/smokefree)
» E-mail communication to all employees and students
« The M Book
» Other University publications and communications.

Respect and Responsibility: The success of this policy depends on the
thoughtfulness, consideration, and cooperation of smokers and non-smokers. All
members of the University community share in the responsibility for adhering to
and enforcing this policy. Any complaints should be brought to the attention of the
appropriate University authorities, and anyone who complains shall be protected
against retaliation.

Enforcement: The responsibility for the enforcement and communication of this
policy rests with all members of the University community and the University Police
Department.

Visitors, contractors, and other individuals on campus who are in violation of the
policy should be reminded of the policy and asked to comply with our smoke-free
campus policy.

All faculty, staff, and students who are in violation of this policy should be reminded of
the policy and asked to comply. Refusal to comply with this policy could result in
citations and fines. For complete information about policy enforcement, go to
www.olemiss.edu/smokefree.

Smoking Cessation Programs: The Health Center and Counseling Center offer a
range of smoking cessation and support programs for any member of the University
community who desires to quit smoking. The University’s employee health insurance
plan covers the full cost for three months of cessation medications. To learn more
about smoking cessation programs available to students and employees, please go to
www.olemiss.edu/smokefree.

Arson, Explosive Devices, and Emergency Equipment


http://www.olemiss.edu/smokefree
http://www.olemiss.edu/smokefree
http://www.olemiss.edu/smokefree

Summary/Purpose: To protect property and persons from harm as the result of fire and
inherently dangerous activities.

The unauthorized setting of fires, use of explosive devices, and misuse of emergency
equipment are prohibited at The University of Mississippi. Below is a nonexclusive list of
prohibited actions under this policy.

1. The University prohibits the attempt to set, the setting of, or the adding to
unauthorized fires on University property.

2. Any student found willfully to have tampered with, damaged, or misused any fire
protection equipment, initiated a false alarm, negligently discharged a fire extinguisher,
or set fire in a residence hall or any other facility on the University campus may be
expelled from the University and held responsible for the cost of all damages. In
addition to disciplinary action through the University conduct system, students and/or
their non-student guests who engage in such activity may be subject to criminal
prosecution and civil liability.

3. Occupants of all University facilities have a responsibility to follow the directions and
directives of the chief of the Oxford Fire Department, or a designated representative,
and University personnel during fire emergencies as well as unannounced fire drills and
practice evacuations. The failure or refusal to cooperate will constitute a breach of
regulations and is subject to disciplinary action.

4. The University prohibits the possession, use, or threatened use of explosive devices,
materials, or chemicals, including, but not limited to, firecrackers, cherry bombs, bottle
rockets, and dynamite.

5. Any student found willfully to have tampered with, damaged, or misused any campus
emergency protection equipment or initiated a false alarm may be expelled from the
University and held responsible for the cost of all damages. In addition to disciplinary
action through the University conduct system, students and/or their nonstudent guests
who engage in such activity may be subject to criminal prosecution and civil liability.

Fire Alarms

Fire alarms have been installed throughout the residence halls for student safety. In the
event that a fire alarm should sound, students must leave the building immediately
through the nearest exit. Residents should become familiar with the evacuation diagram
located on each hallway. Residents are instructed to remain outside of the building until
the Fire Department gives the order that the building is safe and residents may return to
their rooms. Residents who remain in the residence halls after an alarm has sounded
are subject to arrest and University judicial action. Intentionally causing a false fire
alarm is considered a serious infraction and will be dealt with accordingly. The Fire
Department responds to all fire alarms regardless of their origin, and the cost is charged
to the Housing Department. Please be aware that smoking, cooking and aerosols
sprayed near smoke detectors or sprinklers may result in an accidental false fire alarm.
An intentional false fire alarm may result in arrest, University disciplinary action, and



loss of housing. A $500 fine will be assessed to anyone responsible for setting off a fire
alarm. If no one person or persons are found responsible, the cost will be assessed to
the entire floor or building as common area damage. Each semester, one planned fire
drill will be scheduled. This will provide an opportunity for residents to practice
evacuating the building. All alarms that sound should be treated as a potentially life-
threatening situation.

When a fire alarm sounds residents should:

1. Leave the room immediately, as required by state law.

2. Leave the wall or overhead light on.

3. Close the room door and lock it.

4. Walk quietly and quickly to the nearest exit. Do not use the elevators.

5. Once outside, go to the designated waiting area.

6. Remain outside until the signal is given by building staff to return to rooms.

Students must obey all fire regulations. Failure to evacuate a hall when an alarm
sounds represents grounds for disciplinary action. Housing staff and the University
Police reserve the right to enter student rooms to locate the source of the problem and
to ensure that everyone has evacuated the building.

Fire and Safety Equipment

City Fire Code prohibits anyone from tampering with fire and safety equipment in the
residence halls or in any campus building. Tampering includes pulling false fire alarms,
discharging fire extinguishers, removing exit signs, and interfering with smoke detectors
and sprinklers. Students responsible will be assessed for all damages that occur as a
result of their actions and for the hourly rate of the repair person's labor. All violators are
subject to judicial action and possible criminal prosecution. The civil penalty for
malicious use of fire and safety equipment is up to a $500 fine/and or 90 days in jail.
Students damaging or tampering with life safety equipment will be assessed for all
damages related to replacement, or repair including any labor costs.

Fire Safety

Candles, incense, oil lamps, etc. are not permitted in the residence halls or apartments.
These items produce an open flame that may inadvertently set off the smoke alarm
system causing a false alarm. They may start a fire. Because of the potential hazard
that all candles pose, whether they are burned or unburned, ordinary or decorative, they
are not permitted on-campus. Candles found in student rooms will be confiscated and
the resident(s) of the room will be charged $25 per candle and will be subject to



disciplinary action. All confiscated items will be removed from students’ rooms and
disposed of appropriately by Housing staff. Students are required to bring appliances
and hair equipment (curling irons) that have an automatic turn-off feature. In addition,
the following items are not allowed due to risk of fire:

*Live Christmas trees

*Fireworks

*Grills

*Motorized vehicles

*Hazardous flammable materials (gas, propane, gas grill, chemicals)
*Paper/fabric covering more than 50% of the wall

*Halogen lamps

Fire Drills

Fire Drills will be conducted once in the fall semester and once in the spring semester
for all residence halls and Greek houses.

Fire Inspections

Fire Services conducts Building and Facilities Inspections once a year, concentrating on
building evacuation plans, emergency exit lighting, and clear passageways. Additionally,
room occupancy and fire safety issues are included in this scope of work. Fire
inspection reports are addressed to the vice chancellors associated with the buildings
housing their respective academic deans, department chairs and building mayors. Any
discrepancies will be re-inspected.

Fire safety inspections are carried out and reports are maintained in accordance with
the current International Fire Code and the NFPA Codes. Copies of these reports are
sent to the State Fire Marshal.

Fire drills and fire safety inspections are conducted once per semester for each
residence hall in coordination with the Director of Housing or his or her representative.
Fire drills and fire safety inspections are conducted once per semester for each on-
campus Greek house.

Event inspections in University auditoriums and athletics facilities are conducted per
event or by a scheduled facility inspection.

The following types of fire drills and safety programs are offered in the fire safety area:
e Live evacuation fire drills for residence halls
e Live evacuation fire drills for Greek houses
* Fire and severe weather evacuation rules and procedures for the campus
community
e Fire safety training for freshman chemistry classes
» Fire safety training for commercial cooking classes



» Fire safety training by UM Fire Services and the Oxford Fire Department for
Housing's CAs

e Fire safety training by UM Fire Services and the Oxford Fire Department for the
leadership of Greek organizations

Fire Safety Training

Annually, University Fire Services conducts fire safety training to all first year Chemistry
students (more than 500 students). The training consists of a slide presentation and a
"hands-on" demonstration of how to use a fire extinguisher. Before the start of the Fall
Semester, University Fire Services also conducts a Resident Advisor Fire Safety Class.
This training includes a power point presentation and hands-on demonstration of how to
use a fire extinguisher. In addition, Fire Services creates a low visibility environment in a
residence hall and instructs students how to escape a building filled with smoke. The
hallway is filled with fire training fog and obstacles are placed in the hallway. The
students must find their way to the opposite end of the hallway to the stairwell exit
where they can leave the building.

Policy on Open Flames in Greek Houses

Candles and incense are prohibited from use in individual's rooms. Candles or incense
may be used only in ceremonies, rituals, initiations, and special events such as alumni
dinners, memorial services, etc., and only when all of the following criteria are met:

* Notification of event shall be made in writing to University Fire Services 700 Hathorn
Road, University, MS 38677.

* At least one individual shall be designated as the Safety Monitor when candles are
being used. The Safety Monitor shall observe candle use and ensure that proper
precautions have taken place. The Safety Monitor shall have the proper knowledge on
how to use a fire extinguisher and know where the fire extinguishers are located. Should
a fire occur and no one is in immediate danger, the Safety Monitor shall attempt to
extinguish the fire by using a fire extinguisher. (University Fire Services may be
contacted for training on how to use a fire extinguisher properly 662-915-7051).

* |f at any point the fire becomes too large or people are in immediate danger, evacuate
the building immediately and then call 911.

* Lit candles shall not be left unattended.

* Proper candle placement is imperative to ensure that a fire is not started by placing
candles near, above or below flammable materials such as curtains, towels, tablecloths,
etc. Care also should be taken to ensure that dripping wax will not cause any burns to
persons or property.

* Care should be taken to extinguish candles in a well-ventilated area so as to not
accidentally activate the building’s fire alarm system.

Fire Statistics

Residential Housing Fire Alarm Systems



Number Number Number | Number  Fire Drills Fire
Location/Building . of of Per Sprinkled  Alarm
of Beds  of Fires o
Injuries Deaths @ Semester System
Brown 241 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Campus Walk 432 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Crosby 742 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Deaton 96 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Hefley 137 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Kincannon 549 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Martin 510 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Northgate 109 0 0 0 1 No No
Residential
College South 466 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Luckyday
Residential 332 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
College
Ridge North 340 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Burns Hall 272 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Minor Hall 250 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Stewart 330 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Stockard 210 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Village 80 0 0 0 1 Yes Yes
Fire Alarm System Residential Area
Number of Number of Number  Location of
) . Number Other .
Location/Building Pull e of Supervising
of Panels . Initiation )
Stations . Strobes Stations
Devices
Brown 1 14 164 24 University of
Mississippi
University of
Campus Walk 1 59 10 40

Mississippi



University of

Crosby 2 57 179 0 Mississippi
Deaton 1 15 123 29 University of
Mississippi
Hefley 1 12 169 19 University of
Mississippi
Kincannon 2 29 63 30 UF""?rS.'W .Of
Mississippi
Martin 1 28 426 08 University of
Mississippi
Northgate 3 7 220 111 University of
Mississippi
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Luckyday University of
Residential College 1 32 543 204 Mississippi
Ridge North 1 19 244 264 University of
Mississippi
Burns Hall 1 18 191 223 University of
Mississippi
Minor Hall 1 20 209 229 University of
Mississippi
Stewart 1 32 342 71 University of
Mississippi
Stockard 1 28 436 115 University of
Mississippi
Village 5 15 266 169 N/A
Fire Alarm System Residential Area (Cont.)
Sprinkler System Fire Pumps Standpipe
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vilage ~ Wet 12 21'86 NA NA  NA  NA N/A X’ N/A
Greek Houses Sprinkler Systems
Building Type of Number of Floors Square
System Protected Footage
Alpha Omicron Pi Sorority  Wet 2 ~ 20,000
Alpha Tau Omega Wet 3 25000
Fraternity
Delta Gamma Sorority Wet/Dry 3 ~30,000
Delta Delta Delta Sorority  Dry 4 ~30,000
Delta Psi Fraternity Wet 2 ~10,000
Kappa Alpha Theta Sorority  Wet 2 ~25,000
Kappa Delta Sorority Wet 3 ~30,000
Kappa Kappa Gamma Wet 3 ~30,000
Sorority
Pi Beta Phi Sorority Wet 3 ~30,000
Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity  Wet 3 ~20,000
Sigma Nu Fraternity Wet 2 ~30,000
Phi Delta Theta Fraternity = Wet 2 ~30,000
Phi Mu Sorority Wet 2 ~25,000
Chi Omega Sorority Wet 3 ~30,000
Greek Houses Fire Alarm Systems
Buildin Number of  Number of Pull Number of Other Number of
9 Panels Stations Initiation Devices Strobes
Alpha_ Omicron Pi 1 11 33 17
Sorority
Alpha T_au Omega 5 9 33 11
Fraternity
Beta Theta Pi 5 3 3 5
Fraternity
Delta Gamma 1 12 77 38

Sorority
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